Newsletter - October 2022
Head Teacher’s Message
This half term has flown by, the children have settled well into their new classes,
and I am thoroughly enjoying my new role at school. We have squeezed a lot into
this term, the updates from class teachers below demonstrate the hard work of
both staff and the children. I hope you enjoy our newsletter, one of these will be
published each half term to keep you up to date with what is happening in school.
There is a short calendar at the end to remind you of events planned for next half
term.
Underpinning our school improvement priorities for this year are our 3Cs (Communication, Curriculum and
Challenge). We hope to embed these into all aspects of our school offer as follows:
•
•
•

To create a communication strategy to immerse all stakeholders in the school ethos and offer.
To provide a curriculum to challenge everyone to be the best they can be.
To deliver support and challenge to everyone to ensure they thrive.

As we move into the final week of half term, it gives us an opportunity to reflect on progress made. Our first
parents’ evening of the year will take place this week and the week will conclude with our harvest festival
celebration in Church of St Philip & St James. It has been fantastic to welcome parents into school during
the term, particularly the MacMillan Coffee Afternoon. This something that I am keen to continue, working
in collaboration will ensure we get the absolute best for your child. From the coffee afternoon, I banked
£512 for the charity; this is an incredible achievement which I know will make a massive difference.
Our change to end of day collection arrangements has reduced congestion at the school gates. This
makes the hand over of children much safer. Thank you for your feedback, I have read all the comments.
Please remember that if you are collecting multiple children and would prefer them all to be brought to one
collection point, this can be arranged with class teachers. Over 93% of respondents were in favour of the
new system remaining in place, so this will stay.
Dojo is a fantastic tool that helps streamline our communication - it has
made getting in touch with each other so much quicker and easier. We
have found that Dojo is most effective for information sharing, quick
reminders or when parents/teachers want to pass on a quick message.
It’s not so effective when communicating important or urgent messages,
or where there is an issue that needs resolved. This is because a
message can be quite impersonal or misinterpreted.
For that reason, I have asked staff to use Dojos for reminders,
information sharing and quick messages, but to save important, urgent
or issues that need to be resolved, for a phone call or a face-to-face
interaction. I politely ask that parents do the same. I realise that it’s not always possible to speak to the
member of staff immediately, due to teaching commitments, however you are welcome to leave a message
and a member of staff will get back to you.
To be mindful of wellbeing and to support staff with work-life balance, we have a staff communication policy
where we don’t email each other outside of the following hours: Monday – Friday, 8am – 6pm. If staff are
catching up on emails outside of this time, they use the ‘schedule send’ option and schedule it to send within
the hours mentioned above. This means that staff can send it when it’s convenient for them, but the person
receiving it won’t be notified outside of working hours.
This is also possible on Dojo and we’d really appreciate it if you could use it too, to help support the staff with
their wellbeing and work life balance.
Once you have typed your message, click the arrow next to the send button and it will give you some default
options such as, tomorrow 8am; alternatively, you can select a specific time through the custom option.

You will notice that Castle Points are awarded in line with our school values, currently honesty, aiming high,
working together, resilience and respect. These are currently under review; we are working with the staff and
children to decide whether these need to be changed and if so to what. I will be in touch to gather your
opinions once a shortlist has been created.
School Council – Behaviour Update
I have been working with the school council to decide how to reward children who choose positive behaviour
regularly and earn lots of castle points. The children have decided that for every 100 castle points earned
they will earn a voucher (castle cash). The school council are currently creating a special shop which will
open each half term in which children can spend their vouchers. More details will follow.
Staffing
From Tuesday 1st November, Miss Varley will begin her role in the school office. I know that she is looking
forward to getting started, meeting the children and yourselves. This half term has been tough, but I have
really enjoyed speaking to many of you on the phone or greeting you at the door. It has given me the
opportunity to get to know the school and learn a lot about the community. I’d like to end my section of this
newsletter by once again thanking you for your patience and support, while I have found my feet at the
school.
Mr Laws
Class One – EYFS
Class One are currently participating in a Durham
County Council, Physical Literacy programme
“Ready, Sett, Go” working alongside Physical Activity
Officer, Josh Ridley. The programme is designed to
develop fine and gross motor skills through play and
physical activity, to increase confidence and
competence to maintain an active lifestyle through
childhood and encourage participation in high quality
and safe physical activities into adulthood, reducing
the risk of obesity and associated health risks.
The programme consists of a series of Physical
Literacy/PE sessions delivered through activities and
games that the children take part in. All tasks are
based on illustrations of “Brock the Badger and Friends”. Our EYFS Unit has also luckily received an Early
Years Multi Skills equipment kit bag and set of resource cards worth over £400 to enable us to continue the
delivery of the sessions for years to come.
For our final session with Josh, Class One will be
hosting a ‘Celebration Event’ which will allow our
children to showcase what they have learned over
the course of the term to our parents/family
members.
Our ‘Celebration Event’ will be held on
Wednesday 30th November at 10am in our
school hall. We would love it if you are able to
come along.
Here, family members will learn some of the basic
games we have been playing and you will also
receive a ‘Parent Pack’ of suitable games at the
event to aid the physical development of your
children at home, as it is recognised that high
quality physical activity performed outside of the

school environment can also help to contribute to
children attaining higher educational standards, as
well as help them to meet recommended physical
activity guidelines.
Each and every child in Class One is absolutely
loving our Wednesday sessions with Josh and it
would be great if you were able to join us at our
‘Celebration Event’ Wednesday 30th November
from 10am, so you can join in the fun too!
Please save the date! Thank you 😊

Class Two – Year One and Year Two
What a fantastic start to the new school year! It has
been lovely to welcome year one and two back to
school. We have been very impressed with the way
the class have settled so quickly into the term and
how well they have adapted to new routines.
We start every day with Dough Disco which has
been very popular this half term. Dough Disco helps
pupils develop fine motor muscles by manipulating
the dough in a variety of ways, which in turn helps

to improve their letter formation and writing. We have
had great fun making snails, sausages, pizza and
donuts so far!
Our Maths sessions this half term have been focused
on Place Value and we have loved using our maths
toolkits to support our learning.
English this half term has been focused on traditional
tales. We have read many versions of ‘The Three Little
Pigs’ as well as a range of other traditional tales and
have enjoyed writing recipes, stories and description.
Class Two also enjoyed using drama to act out scenes
from the story. We are looking forward to reading ‘The
True Story of the 3 Little Pigs!’ by Jon Scieszka next.

We have had a busy half term and have enjoyed
History, PSHE, PE, RE, Computing, Science, Art
and Design and Music during our afternoon
lessons. We have studied the art of Andy
Goldsworthy in our Art lessons, explored finding
the beat during Music lessons and have
investigated special places in our History
lessons.
Class Two had a great time practising Kurling
and Boccia skills during our PE lessons. We
loved going on our first school trip this year to
the Kurling and Boccia Festival at Wolsingham
Academy.
Class Three – Year Three and Year Four
Class Three have been doing a lot of
work on Ancient Greece, looking at the
story of Theseus and the Minotaur. In
history we have looked at the time
periods of Ancient Greece, what life was
like and what they developed and still
use in our lives today. In PE we have
even been creating a dance to depict a
Greek myth about Zeus.
In science, we have been learning about
rock formation, looking at sedimentary
and metamorphic rocks, we have really
enjoyed conducting experiments to look
at the properties of different rocks and
even made our own fossils.
We have been really lucky to have Mr Waite come in to teach us the Ukulele this half term and have made
excellent progress in only a short period of time.
Although we have been very busy in
class three this half term, everyone
has met the challenges with fantastic
positive attitudes, a willingness to
learn and have been demonstrating
our school values. We hope you all
have a well-deserved break over the
half term holiday and look forward to
all the exciting things we will be
doing during the next half term.

Class Four – Year Five and Year Six
Year 5/6 have had an amazing start to the new
academic year. With every pupil reaching for the
stars, they have shown a fantastic attitude to
learning – working hard, being curious, working
together and celebrating each other's successes.
This term, Class 4 have made many links to our
science topic of ‘Space’. In science, we have
explored the planets in our solar system and the
way in which they orbit the Sun. They even created
their own mini solar system with their paper mache
planets!
‘Cosmic’ by Frank Cotrell-Boyce, is our class
reader in which a young boy, Liam, finds himself in
space. The pupils have been creating amazing sentence-stacking writing based around this story which is
out of this world!
As geographers, we are exploring ‘What
shapes our world?’ and we have investigated
the physical features on Earth. The class
have used the contour lines on OS maps to
see how the glaciers have shaped the land,
creating flat valleys and high mountains, in
the near-by Lake District as well as the
physical processes that have shaped our
coastline. We enjoyed a ‘yummy’
demonstration of how a bay is formed... We
were the waves eroding the cake (coastline)
to leave a bay and headlands.
We have also been lucky to have a PE
specialist in to upskill us netball and handball.
A small group proudly represented our school
in a netball competition at Bishop Barrington
at the beginning of the term. This was
followed by some mini-games held in-school
by our sports partner.
It’s been an action-packed half term so far!
Friends of Witton le Wear Primary School
Earlier this year, I asked if any parents or carers
would be willing to join a group to support the
school with events such as disco and fayres.
To move this along, we will hold an informal open
meeting at 2.30pm on Tuesday 1st November.
If you feel you could spare a little bit of time and
would be willing to be part of this group, please
come along. We can have a chat about events
planned for the remainder of the year. Drinks and
biscuits will be served.

School Calendar
Date

Event

Additional Information

24.10.22

School closed for half term

31.10.22

School reopens for children

31.10.22

EYFS Halloween – Stay and Play

10.30am – 11.30am

31.10.22

Halloween Disco

4.30pm – 6pm (Class 2, 3 and 4)

14.11.22

Anti-Bullying Week

Details to follow

18.11.22

Children in Need day

Details to follow

02.12.22

School Closed for PD Day

05.12.22

School reopens for children

07.12.22

Nativity performance

12.12.22

Y1/2 Christmas party

13.12.22

Y3/4 Christmas party

14.12.22

Christmas lunch

15.12.22

Y5/6 Christmas party

20.12.22

Toy day

21.12.22

School closed for Christmas Holiday

04.01.23

School closed for PD Day

05.01.23

School reopens for children

EYFS – 11am, Class 2 and
Class 3 – 2pm and 6pm

